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Adams County EMS Council                        
Duane Nieves
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Darrell Fisher                          New Holland Ambulance Association 

Nathan Harig


Cumberland Goodwill EMS
David Hayes


East Pennsboro Ambulance
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WellSpan – Ephrata Hospital ALS

Mark Moure


Susquehanna Valley EMS

Denny Shelly


WellSpan EMS

Bryan Smith                           First Aid & Safety Patrol

Christopher Yohn

Lower Allen Township EMS
Staff:

Megan A. Hollinger

Director of System Operations



Michael J. Guerra

Resource Coordinator

CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Buchle called the Prehospital Operations Committee meeting to order at 1005 hours. 
Mr. Buchle reported the recent deaths of two EMS providers: EMT Larry Joe from Lancaster EMS Association and PHRN Dale Maljevac from Life Lion Critical Care Transport. A moment of silence followed.
OLD BUSINESS
ePCR Project update
Ms. Hollinger reported the hurdles involving the implementation process of the ePCR project. However, she mentioned the ESO staff has provided terrific customer service while resolving the issues. Mr. Smith reflected on the issues involving the municipality codes for reporting and difficultly to map the billing interface. Discussion occurred regarding whether the facility list is the most accurate list for Pennsylvania. Ms. Hollinger reported the form was provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Health (DOH) Bureau of Emergency Medical Services (BEMS) as the most updated list.
Ms. Hollinger announced the cost for the optional computer aided dispatch (CAD) interface. The annual cost per agency is as follows:

· Agencies with an annual call volume of less than 1,000 calls:
$995 

· Agencies with an annual call volume between 1,000-2,500 calls:
$1,495 

· Agencies with an annual call volume greater than 2,500 calls:
$1,995 

Annual Advance Level Provider Competencies
Ms. Hollinger reminded there is no longer a medical command authorization process for EMS providers at or above the Advanced EMT certification level. Each Agency Medical Director must perform an initial and annual competency review. Mr. Harig mentioned the form was in its final draft. Ms. Hollinger will have the form e-mailed to each ALS agency to begin using after 
31 December 2014.
Mobile Integrated Healthcare (MIHC)/Community Paramedicine (CP)
Ms. Hollinger announced two upcoming meetings: one with Highmark and the other with the Secretary of Aging. EHSF will be presenting information to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency as well.
Infectious Disease Response – Ebola

Ms. Hollinger reported the DOH designated four task forces for Ebola planning relevant to EMS response. Executive Director Steve Lyle is coordinating one of those task forces. The group is working with subject matter experts to provide the most appropriate education for EMS response to Ebola and future infection disease responses.

Ms. Hollinger reminded the EMS agencies to complete the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) survey sent on behalf of the BEMS. This information is needed to determine a bulk PPE order for the licensed agencies in the Commonwealth.

Hospital Status/Divert

Mrs. Hollinger reported the previous meeting for this work group was canceled. The meeting will be rescheduled to review the divert policy for appropriate inclusion of various divert statuses. Anyone still interested in participating should contact Ms. Hollinger.

EMSVO Rollout

Ms. Hollinger announced the courses to provide training for the EMSVO continuing education are complete with the exception of possibly hosting one evening course at the EHSF office. Providers with EMSVO credentials must take these approved courses to recertify their EMSVO certification. At this time, the courses will not be offered online through the Learning Management System.
N95 Fit Testing Course

Ms. Hollinger reported the train-the-trainer sessions for N95 fit testing are complete. EMS agencies are reminded to provide annual fit testing for their providers to comply with licensure standards.
NEW BUSINESS

EMS Resource Utilization

Ms. Hollinger reported a work group of EMS and PSAP representatives met to begin discussion regarding the dispatch of EMS resources for public service calls where there is no complaint of injury or illness. The work group will continue evaluating options for reducing the number of public service calls dispatched to EMS. Those still interested in assisting in the work group should contact Ms. Hollinger. 

Narcan

Ms. Hollinger provided an update to information circulating about Act 139 of 2014. Ms. Hollinger announced the training for law enforcement and fire services is to come from the Department of Drugs and Alcohol Programs. The Act states a first responder agency (non-DOH licensed) wishing to obtain a supply of naloxone must complete a DOH approved training, enter into a written agreement with an EMS agency, and must have the EMS agency medical director or physician consent to the agreement and provide a prescription or standing order for naloxone. Law enforcement and fire personnel with questions should be forwarded to Melisa Rader at merader@pa.gov.
Provider Wellness/Safety Initiatives

Ms. Hollinger mentioned EHSF wants to encourage provider wellness and safety and would like inspiration from this committee for the respective initiatives. Mr. Harig suggested their EMS agency has a partnership with Wells Fargo to provide free financial advice to their providers to reduce stress relevant to financial hardship. Mr. Buchle recommended the encouragement of seat belt use for providers on and off duty.
e-Cigarettes

Mr. Guerra reported recent incidents of EMS providers smoking e-cigarettes inside the ambulance. He reminded EMS agencies of the no smoking policy, and announced the BEMS considers e-cigarettes the same as smoking tobacco products. Therefore, the use of e-cigarettes is prohibited inside the ambulance.

Mission Lifeline

Ms. Hollinger announced Community LifeTeam and Susquehanna Township EMS are bronze recipients of the Mission Lifeline program. A representative from Mission Lifeline will present information at the January 2015 meeting.

Cribs for Kids
Ms. Hollinger announced EHSF is now a Cribs for Kids partner. EMS agencies wishing to provide safe sleep education and sleeping environments within their community are encouraged to contact Ms. Hollinger. EHSF is partnering with a few EMS agencies to deliver this program to Amish families in the region.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Communications

Ms. Hollinger reminded the group of two new sources for communication, which include the monthly newsletter and Facebook. EHSF created a new distribution list to capture more than one e-mail contact per EMS agency if desired.
Regional Videos

Ms. Hollinger stated the Hands Only CPR regional video is complete and available to share. The EHSF video should be ready for viewing in the near future.

Safety Message

Ms. Hollinger shared an article on the dangers of laundry pods to small children.
Staffing Changes

Ms. Hollinger announced the changes to EHSF staffing. Mr. Powell accepted the preparedness position within the EHSF. He will be transitioning into the regional and state preparedness planning position. Ms. Hollinger accepted the Director of System Operations position. There will be an upcoming announcement for an open Program Coordinator position.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Buchle adjourned the meeting at 1125 hours. 

The next Prehospital Operations Committee meeting is scheduled for 08 January 2015 at 1000 hours.

Respectfully Submitted,

Megan A. Hollinger
Director of System Operations
